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Hello everyone!
We wanted to update you on what the PTA has been up to this year.

We have run 3 fundraisers with the Halloween disco, the Cyber safety talk and the wildly
successful Christmas Fair. We also raised heaps of book credit with our Book fair in
November, followed by Santa visits to the school in December.

Your support of the PTA has enabled upgrades to the Yard with the Mural and Climbing
walls being completed at a cost of 3,675. The purchase of new PE equipment at a cost of
138.50 and the funding of a wellbeing week with yoga workshops,drumming classes and
mindfulness training at a cost of 800 euros.

We have also been able to fund essential equipment, with the purchase of a new interactive
whiteboard for the 3rd and 4th class classroom at a cost of 2,650euros . We could also
support the school in getting New Maths equipment, to support the new curriculum at a cost
of 500 euros.

We have been able to supply the school with 1000 euros to support the teachers in getting
what they need for teaching and learning resources for the children, and we were able to
support the staging and catering of school events at a cost of 163.17euros. We have also
been able to support the tech savvy child , parenting webinars with Dr. Richard Hogan.

None of this would have been possible without your incredible support ,time and energy in
making all of our events so successful and enjoyable.

We look forward to supporting the school with lots of events and activities in the spring and
summer term. Your support of the PTA makes such a difference for our school and enhances
the opportunities for our children.

We will be in touch soon with our spring fundraiser, so we can achieve and provide even
more for our school in 2025.

We invite you to join the PTA.

Your time and talents would make a significant difference in enriching our children's
educational journey. Whether you're passionate about organising events, fundraising, or
simply lending a hand where needed, your contribution will be deeply appreciated. By
volunteering, you'll connect with other parents and gain insights into school operations.
Together, we can foster a vibrant community and support our school in providing the best
possible experience for all.
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Protectin r Children Onlin

One of the PTA's initiatives this year has been to raise awareness around online safety
issues affecting children's wellbeing, through the use of smartphones and other internet
enabled devices.

As part of this, in November we organised an information evening; Helping to Protect Your
Children Online. The sold out event was held in The Harold School and was attended by
almost 200 parents from over 30 schools. The event was highly engaging and highlighted
some alarming statistics about the impact of smartphones and social media on children. The
key takeaway message was that until the government enacts legislation to hold tech
companies accountable for making the internet safer for children, parents must take an
active role in protecting their children online.

Continuing the theme of supporting parents in protecting children online, the PTA offered an
opportunity to participate in a webinar course called 'Parenting the Tech-Savy Child' run by
the Parenting & Technology Institute. Funds raised from the November event were
reinvested to subsidise the cost of this course and we were delighted to see that almost half
of our families have signed up for the webinar, which offers practical parenting tips and
advice regarding online safety, screen time and forming healthy family policies and
boundaries.

The final two sessions will take place after the midterm break. If anybody would still like to
sign up, please contact Penny or the PTA and you will be able to access recordings of any
sessions missed.

In addition to education and awareness raising, the PTA conducted a schoolwide survey to
gather parents' views & attitudes towards smartphones being allowed in our school. The
results were overwhelmingly positive, with 95% of parents saying that they would support a
full ban on smartphones within the school grounds. The PTA have spoken to school
management regarding these findings and the school will be communicating its planned
actions over the coming months.

After the midterm break, we will be sending out a voluntary pledge for parents to hold off on
giving their child a smartphone, until they have completed primary school.
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Another PTA initiative this year is team sports. We are thrilled to have a St.Patricks football
team.

St Nicholas Montessori played St Patricks National school in their first meeting in the school

league 7 & and what a game of football it was !! St.Nicholas came out 3-1 winners in the end
to what was a brilliant contest and great game of football from both sides !!

We are so excited to support our team in the rest of the League,in what is sure to be some
exciting competition .

We have had kind sponsorship from Neil at Hillcourt construction cost consultants ,covering the
entire cost of getting school Jerseys made for our team.

The children will be involved in the design process and we are very excited to see what they
come up with . All of the above is only possible because of the hard work of Kim and Ryan in
getting it all off the ground ,and the support of Rev. Ruth in allowing us to use her garden for
practice!







